
Back to School Fall 2020

The Latest News from Somers Schools

We've Never Been So Happy to Say...
Welcome Back to School!!

Somers schools opened on September 8, 2020 after having been shut down since mid-March. Students in
kindergarten through sixth grade are in school full time, and students in seventh through twelfth grade
follow a hybrid model, alternating between Zooming into class from home, and being in the school
buildings.

Dear Somers Families,
We did not know what to expect when we welcomed students back to school in early September. Would
everyone wear their masks? Would they pay attention to social distancing? How well would hybrid
learning work? I am thrilled to say that our students, faculty, staff, and parents more than rose to the
occasion. Our students are engaged, learning, and adapted quickly to the new school models. Our

https://www.somersschools.org/Page/12560
https://vimeo.com/user60218906/review/423222465/f0830f4a6c


teachers and staff are creative and resilient. Our parents have been patient and helpful. We could not ask
for a more supportive community.

Though we experienced our first school closings in the last week, we are fortunate that our teachers and
students were already familiar with the new eLearning process and they transitioned smoothly.

We do not know what the future holds for our school buildings, but I do know that we will approach any
new situation with the spirit and dedication shown this past month.

Thank you all for a great start to the 2020-21 school year.

Sincerely,
Dr Raymond H. Blanch
Superintendent of Schools

iPads for Elementary Students

Students at Primrose and SIS are each receiving an iPad with a built-in protective case and keyboard.

This year, our younger learners have a new tech tool: iPads. Primrose students received their devices at
the start of the year and have been using them in class and at home. Since many children have plenty of
experience with iPads at home, they are learning that these iPads are a learning tool, not a toy. They use
their QR Badge to sign into Clever and from there, the learning world is open to each student, including
programs such as Seesaw, RAZ Kids, Brain Pop Jr., and IXL.

With the possibility that the school could switch to eLearning with one day's notice, the teachers want the
kids to know where to go to find their teachers while at home. 

"Even two weeks in," says first grade teacher Julianna Hatygeorge, "Our students have become pros at
posting videos, photos and recordings of themselves on our learning management system, Seesaw. We
get to see photos and videos of students at home playing math games, clips of our students smiling faces
(without masks!), holding up their Fundations work for the camera. It’s the best!"

Hatygeorge's teaching partner, Sam Berg, says that the iPads have changed the way she teaches in the
classroom as well.

"It is forcing me to creatively use technology to make the students part of the lesson," says Berg. "Rather
than having them watch a math lesson and then go off and try it, they are able to do part of the lesson
and try it in real time while I monitor their progress. It has made it much easier to track data and inform
instruction."

Primrose teachers also say the technology breaks down barriers for students of varying needs and
abilities and provides them with more opportunities to learn.

Somers Intermediate School students started receiving their devices last week. A reminder to parents that
each student must sign a personal learning device agreement, which details appropriate usage of school-
issued devices at school and home. Schools send those agreements to parents soon after the devices
are issued.

Many Models of Learning in Middle School



Seventh-grade social studies teacher Amy Bergin teaches a classroom half-full of students, as well as the
rest of the class who Zoom in from home.

Hybrid, 100% eLearning, cohorts, in-person, full-time, split classrooms: Somers Middle School has it all in
this pandemic learning environment.

"It's definitely different from how it is normally," says seventh-grader Carolina Gonzalez, "But I like it better
than I thought I would."

Sixth-graders attend school in-person every day. They are grouped into small cohorts that stay in the
same classroom all day. Cohorts were formed based on a number of factors, mainly a student's choice of
world language. In between classes it is the teachers and teaching assistants who walk the halls, rather
than students.

"There is some movement of students during the day," says Principal Jeff Getman, "But we've tried to
avoid that as much as possible to limit exposure."

Teaching these small cohorts is tricky. For example, a science class taught by Joe Savastano is split
between two classrooms, staffed by Savastano and a teaching assistant. The students who have opted
for 100% eLearning Zoom in from home. Savastano delivers lessons to the students in his room, while
broadcasting to the students across the hall and the eLearners. Then with the help of the teaching
assistant, he walks between the two classrooms to work with the students.

Seventh and eighth grade are using the hybrid model - some days in school and some days Zooming in
from home. One cohort attends in-person on Mondays and Wednesdays, the other on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, with alternating Fridays. There are approximately 60 total 100% eLearners in seventh and
eighth grade. It took a lot of planning and it took some getting used to, says Getman, but so far the
students and teachers have proven themselves up to the challenge. See what middle school classrooms
look like in this video.

Students, Teachers Adjust to Hybrid High School

https://vimeo.com/463448733/79c77dcf01


High school chemistry teacher Mary McEwan chats with her students at home while all members of the
class conduct a measuring experiment.

There is a lot less activity in the halls of Somers High School, but there are still plenty of smiles and
engagement in the classrooms.

"It's definitely different and better than I expected," says student Allie Puerto, "Because I expected the
worst. But I like being here, seeing people and socializing and I also love being at home"

The high school is following a hybrid model, with two cohorts alternating days in school and days
Zooming in from home. Teacher Mary McEwan say it can be a challenge to engage kids at home and in
her classroom at the same time.

"I love group work and labs," says McEwan, a chemistry teacher. "So I have had to change my teaching
style. But it is great that we can have students' cameras on and we can see them while we are in class."

Since the high school has moved to longer block scheduling, the long class periods present an
opportunity for teachers to take students outside for much-needed mask breaks. In addition, the students
can choose to eat outside at lunch time. If they eat in the Commons, Student Life Center, or the cafeteria,
single desks are spaced six feet apart, facing in one direction.

"For the most part it is actually working pretty well," says Principal Mark Bayer. "Our kids are being really
compliant and cooperative and following all the guidelines, so it has been actually pretty good."

Click here to watch a tour of the high school by Mr. Bayer, and hear how teachers and students feel about
the adaptations and changes.

https://vimeo.com/user60218906/review/463487416/b55cc0418f


Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from September 15th to October 15th. At the middle school,
students are recognizing the accomplishments of important Hispanic Americans in the United States by
making announcements highlighting an influential Hispanic American. Over the next few weeks students
will learn about Hispanic Heritage Month through videos, books and articles. Peanut the mascot is also
joining in on the occasion and is dressed up as a matador!

Primrose PTA Hosts Kindergarten Meet and Greet

On August 30th, the Primrose PTA hosted the Kindergarten Meet & Greet at Reis Park. Incoming
kindergartners, including e-Learners and their families, were able to meet in a safe and fun way before
the school year began. Each student was given a gift bag packed with a Primrose bracelet, confetti, bus



tags, a poem about the night before kindergarten, and the book, Kindergarten, Here I Come!, by D.J.
Steinberg. We look forward to re-imagining events to safely connect Primrose families.
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